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University in the Fifth Wave: The Crisis of The
Pandemic and Technological Dominance over Culture

Hossein Mesbahian

Department of Philosophy, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, University of Tehran

mesbahian@ut.ac.ir

his paper argues that the Covid-19
Tpandemic has exacerbated the crisis of the
relationship between human beings and
technology, and seeks to shed light on the implications
of this development for the idea and institution of the
university. To this end, the first section revisits the
Heideggerian account of technology—particularly
the revealing ontological engagement with
technology in its ontic sense—and contextualizes
this account in the events of the two decades of
the twenty-first century. With this foundation in
mind, the second section demonstrates what can be
called a post-humanist turn in the current state of
technology; the danger that Heidegger had warned of
seven years ago is materialized in an extreme form of
technological reliance that can be seen in all aspects
of life, including the institution of the university. The
task at hand thereby is to develop a framework for
understanding and engaging with this danger that
may reveal, as Holderin had noted, that the saving

power lies within the danger itself. In this vein, the
third section assigns a key role to the institution of
university, and in particular the faculty of philosophy,
in this revelatory task. In particular, this section
identifies four important stages in the history and
development of the university: first, in the middle
ages where the university served religion (Paris);
with the emergence of the modern nation state, the
university stepped into its second stage, serving the
state (Halle); the third stage reflects philosophical
idealism and the search for truth (Berlin); the fourth
pertains to the consumer age, where the university
serves the individual and its profit motive (Phoenix).
This paper further argues that the pandemic has
taken the university into a fifth and entirely new stage.
My central point of concern is how the university can
take itself out of this technological crisis despite its
extreme dependency on technology, as manifested in
the Covid-19 pandemic.
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