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Beyond the History in the History

Hossein Mesbahian
Assistant Professor

Department of Philosophy
Faculty of Letters and Humanities

University of Tehran

Abstract

Examining the relationship between Interdisciplinary Studies and the theoretical analysis of
history, this paper asks whether the emergence of Interdisciplinary Studies helps to advance the
discipline of history or poses a challenge to it. The paper addresses this question in three
correlated sections. The first section examines history as an academic field of study and argues
for the necessity of protecting its identity as an independent discipline. It makes the case that for
history to maintain its independence, it is necessary to define and emphasize its ‘particularities’
and ‘differences’. The second part briefly overviews the history of as well as the main subjects of
analysis within Interdisciplinary Studies. Building on arguments presented in the first and second
sections, the final section argues that interdisciplinary analysis poses a particular threat to the
discipline of history. It contends that unless the discipline formulates a response to the
advancement of other disciplines into the realm of its subject matter, the historicality of history
may be gradually reduced to archiving raw data. To avoid this outcome, the discipline must first
re-evaluate its own essence and nature, andthen define its subject matter and identify methods
that are suitable to its essence and subject of study. Through this effort, history as a discipline
can transform itself, maintain its independence, and meet the challenges posed by
Interdisciplinary Studies.

Keywords: interdisciplinary studies, discipline of history, questioning the essence, particularity
and difference, challenge to history

Publication: (Anticipated publication 2013, Fall) Interdisciplinary Studies in History. (in press).
Research Center for Islamic History. Tehran, Iran.
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> Emmanuel Levinas, "Beyond the State in the State," in New Talmudic Readings, transl. Richard A. Cohen
(Pittsburgh: Duquesne UP, 1999) Pp. 79-107

* Multidisciplinary Studies
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on ontotheology : technology and the politics of education . University of New Mexico , 2005. Pp. 104-115
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Martin Heidegger. “The Self-Assertion of the German University,” in Martin Heidegger and National Socialism:
Questions and Answers, Gunther Neske and Emil Kettering, eds. New York, Paragon House. 1990
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Honneth, Axel. The Struggle for Recognition: The Moral Grammar of Social Conflicts (Polity Press, 1996).
Honneth, Axel. Redistribution or Recognition?: A Political-Philosophical Exchange, co-authored with Nancy Fraser
(Verso, 2003).

Honneth, Axel. Reification: A Recognition-Theoretical View (Oxford University Press, 2007).

Honneth, Axel. Disrespect: The Normative Foundations of Critical Theory (Polity Press, 2007).
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